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notice nor without censure or applause; and therefore an Administration without esteem, without authority among the people, let their power be never so great, let their power be never so arbitrary, will be ridiculed : the severest edicts, the most terrible punishments cannot prevent it.    If any man, therefore, thinks he has been censured, if any man thinks he has been ridiculed, upon any of our public theatres, let him examine his actions, he will find the cause; let him alter his conduct, he will find a remedy.    As no man is perfect, as no man is infallible, the greatest may err, the most circumspect may be guilty of some piece of ridiculous behaviour.    It is not licentiousness, it is an useful liberty always indulged the stage in a free country, that some great men may there meet with a just reproof, which none of their friends will be free enough, or rather faithful enough, to give them. Of this we have a famous instance in the Roman history.   The great Pompey, after the many victories he had obtained, and the great conquests he had made, had certainly a good title to the esteem of the people of Rome: yet that great man, by some error in his conduct, became  an object of general dislike; and therefore, in the representation of an old play, when Diphilus, the actor, came to repeat these words, " Nos-" tr& miseria tu es magnus," the audience immediately applied them to Pompey, who at that time was as well known by the name Magnus as by the name Pompey, and were so highly pleased with the satire that, as Cicero says, they made him repeat the words a hundred times over.   An account of this was immediately sent to Pompey, who, instead of resenting it as an injury, was so wise as to take it for a just re-